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Introduction
At the request of the City of Coralville, the Metropolitan Planning Organization of Johnson
County (MPOJC) assisted with the implementation of a Pedestrian and Bicycle Road Safety
Audit (RSA). The RSA was conducted in response to the Iowa City Community School District’s
(ICCSD) decision to remove discretionary busing in FY16, in areas without identified socioeconomic transportation barriers. Consequently, eight discretionary busing areas in Coralville,
as shown in Table 1, will be removed and the impacted families are tasked with finding
alternative forms of transportation. The main objective of the RSA is to address the operation of
roadways (including sidewalks) and crossings in order to identify and recommend safer routes
for children walking and bicycling to and from school.
Table 1: Discretionary Busing Area IDs and number of students

i

Building

Discretionary Busing Area ID

# of Students

Coralville Central
Wickham
Van Allen
Borlaug

0&1
2, 3, & 4
5&6
7

191
17
273
138

An RSA is a formal safety examination of existing facilities and is conducted by a multidisciplinary team. The audit qualitatively examines the safety issues of roadways and
intersections, and identifies opportunities for improvement.
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Pedestrian & Bike Road Safety Audit Location Map
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Road Safety Audit Overview
To conduct a RSA, a multi-disciplinary team is assembled and a kick-off meeting is held to
review the discretionary busing information and discuss specific items of concern. Once the
team has been briefed, a field safety audit of the roadways in question is performed using a
checklist to examine design features. Concerns identified by the auditing team are presented to
the agency and included in the final report. The agency then responds to the identified concerns
as deemed appropriate.

RSA Overview Components
1.
2.
3.
4.

Conduct a Kick-Off Meeting
Select a Multi-Disciplinary Team
Perform a Field Safety Audit
Analyze Field Safety Audit results and
prepare findings

5. Present findings to team
6. Prepare formal report
7. Conduct a community input meeting
8. Implement findings as appropriate

Project Timeline
Following is the project timeline for the Road Safety Audit process.
June 20, 2016

•MPOJC review
and assessment
of safety audit
results

June 2, 2016

•Kick-off Meeting

July 12, 2016

•Community input
meeting

June 17, 2016

July 6, 2016

August 24,2016

•MultiDisciplinary team
field safety audit

•Draft report for
team to review &
comment

•First day of
school

Kick-off Meeting Participants
Barry Bedford: Police Chief, City of Coralville
Bob Hamel: Operations Supervisor, Durham School Services
Dan Holderness: City Engineer, City of Coralville
Deb Summers: Police Lieutenant, City of Coralville
Emily Bothell: Assistant Transportation Planner, MPOJC
Emma Yoder: Intern Parks and Recreation, City of Coralville
Eric Fisher: Streets & Solid Waste Superintendent, City of Coralville
Kent Ralston: Director, MPOJC
Laurie Goodrich: City Council Member, City of Coralville
Pat James: Principal, Van Allen Elementary
Scott Larson: Assistant City Engineer, City of Coralville
Sherri Proud: Director of Parks and Recreation, City of Coralville
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Multi-Disciplinary Team
Deb Summers: Police Lieutenant, City of Coralville
Emily Bothell: Assistant Transportation Planner, MPOJC
Eric Fisher: Streets & Solid Waste Superintendent, City of Coralville
Kent Ralston: Director, MPOJC
Scott Larson: Assistant City Engineer, City of Coralville

Primary Areas of Concern
Following is a summary of stakeholder-identified concerns and problems discussed at the kickoff meeting held on June 2, 2016 at Coralville City Hall. A number of possible improvements for
each of the identified concerns are included in the RSA field review that follows.
12TH Avenue
1. The placement and design of the sidewalk, south of the bridge, on 12th Avenue is narrow
(5 feet) and there is no separation between the sidewalk and the road.
2. The sidewalks along the entire length of 12th Avenue needs to be reviewed.
3. Crossing 12th Avenue at either 10th Street or 9th Street is difficult due to the pedestrian
and vehicle conflicts, the lack of pavement markings / signage, and because 12th
Avenue traffic flows free.
4. The Forevergreen Road and Front Street intersection is difficult to navigate and lacks
continuous sidewalk segments.
5. A small portion of Area ID #5 / #6 (currently attending Van Allen) may attend Wickham in
2019.
Oakdale Boulevard
1. There is a missing sidewalk segment on the south side of Oakdale Blvd between 12th
Avenue and Oakdale Road, although the sidewalk is slated to be installed prior to the
first day of school.

Field Safety Audit
The multi-disciplinary team completed a field safety audit to review the roadways in question but
also relied on the City’s inventory of sidewalk curb ramps and sidewalk connectivity in the
urbanized area to form recommendations. Several of the recommendations require more
extensive design and engineering while some of the improvements can be implemented by the
City of Coralville more easily if deemed appropriate. Recommended improvements adhere to
the guidelines and standards outlined in the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices
(MUTCD), the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials guides, and
generally recognized transportation planning principles. The recommendations are in no specific
order as it is ultimately up to the local officials to prioritize improvements by applying resources
where they will have the greatest impact for the community.
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To follow are maps pinpointing the identified areas for which discretionary busing will be
removed and displaying the recommended route, a brief overview of existing facilities, and
areas for improvement with the associated recommendations. The routes were identified both
by the kick-off participants and multi-disciplinary team as the recommended school routes due
to the presence, connectivity, and overall safety of primary facilities for pedestrians / bicyclists
walking and bicycling to and from school.
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Coralville Central Elementary
Recommended Route
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Recommended Route
1. Choose a path within Area ID #0 to reach 12th Avenue.
2. If traveling from the West: use the existing sidewalk on the west side of 12th Avenue
and continue southbound, cross 12th Avenue at 9th Street to get to the east side and
continue southbound on 12th Avenue to 8th Street.
OR
If traveling from the East: use the existing sidewalk on the east side of 12th Avenue and
cross 12th Avenue at Holiday Road to continue southbound, cross 12th Avenue at 9th
Street to get to the east side and continue southbound on 12th Avenue to 8th Street.
3. Follow 8th Street eastbound to 10th Street and continue eastbound on 8th Street until you
reach 6th Avenue. Cross the intersection to get to the east side of 6th Avenue and
continue southbound until you reach 7th Street. Cross 7th Street at the intersection with
6th Avenue.
4. Continue along 7th Street to the trail approximately 200 feet east of 6th Street. Follow the
trail to Coralville Central Elementary.
Existing Facilities








Connecting and continuous sidewalks within Area ID #0.
Existing sidewalk along the west side of 12th Avenue from North Ridge Drive to 9th
Street.
Existing sidewalk along the east side of 12th Avenue from North Ridge Drive to Holiday
Road.
Enclosed pedestrian overpass, on 12th Avenue, crossing I-80.
Continuous sidewalks from 9th Street to 7th Street.
Overhead street lights are present at all street intersections.
Adequate buffer between the roadway and the sidewalk on 12th Avenue from 11th Street
to 8th Street.

Areas for Improvement
12th Avenue
CONCERN:
Image 1 shows that the sidewalk along 12th
Avenue (south of the bridge crossing I-80)
is too narrow (5 feet) and does not offer an
adequate separation between vehicular
traffic and pedestrians / bicyclists.
Sidewalks should be wide enough to
accommodate pedestrians / bicyclists of all
ability types traveling in both directions.

Image 1: Sidewalk on 12th Avenue south of the bridge on I-80
(June 17, 2016)
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RECOMMENDATION:
1. Install a barrier wall between the sidewalk along 12th Avenue (south of the bridge across
I-80) and the road to separate pedestrians / bicyclists from vehicular traffic.
OR
2. Redesign the sidewalk along 12th Avenue to include a landscaped buffer between the
sidewalk and road.
12th Avenue and 9th Street
CONCERN:
Image 2: Curb ramps without detectable warnings at the intersection of
Per
the
recommended
route,
12th Avenue and 9th Street
pedestrians and bicyclists will be
crossing 12th Avenue from the west to
the east at 9th Street. Well-designed
and accessible sidewalks exist on both
sides of 12th Avenue approaching the
intersection with 9th Street, although
the curb ramps on the west side of 12th
Avenue do not comply with ADA
requirements as they are missing the
detectable warnings that should cover
the width and depth of the ramp.
Signs and pavement markings may also enhance the safety and comfort of pedestrians /
bicyclists moving through this intersection. As the intersection is currently not signed and
unmarked, drivers will not be aware of the volume and frequency of pedestrians crossing this
intersection.
RECOMMENDATIONS:
1. Install a school crossing assembly with downward arrows to provide guidance and
warning to drivers on the approach to the crosswalk located at the intersection of 12th
Avenue and 9th Street.ii
2. Install a marked crosswalk at this intersection to help direct pedestrians and to increase
the visibility of the crossing.
3. Ensure the curb ramps at this intersection comply with all ADA requirements.
Curb Ramps
CONCERN:
Curb ramps provide a smooth transition from the sidewalk height to street level and increase the
safety and accessibility for children and pedestrians with disabilities.
According to the curb ramp inventory completed by MPOJC in 2015, curb ramps are present at
a majority of street intersections along the recommended route, but there are a few missing curb
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ramps. In addition, a few of the existing curb ramps do not comply with ADA requirements.
Refer to the MPOJC curb ramp inventory for a detailed analysis of each curb ramp.
RECOMMENDATION:
1. Utilize the curb ramp data to identify and install missing curb ramps or improve those
that do not comply with ADA requirements.
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Recommended Route
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Recommended Route
1. Choose a route within Area ID #1 to reach the sidewalk along the west side of Redtail
Drive.
2. Continue along Redtail Drive to the sidewalk on Russell Slade Blvd.
3. Use the existing sidewalk along the west side of 1st Avenue and continue southbound to
6th Street.
4. Continue westbound on the sidewalk on the north side of 6th Street until you reach
Coralville Central Elementary.
Existing Facilities






On 1st Avenue, south of the bridge crossing I-80, a grass buffer provides acceptable
separation between the sidewalk and the road.
A continuous sidewalk exists on 1st Avenue from Russell Slade Blvd south to 6th Street.
A continuous sidewalk exists from the intersection of 6th Street and 1st Avenue west to
Coralville Central Elementary.
Overhead street lights are present at all street intersections.
School zone assembly signs with a flashing light are installed on 6th Street in front of
Coralville Central Elementary.

Areas for Improvement
Redtail Drive

Image 3: Sidewalk on Redtail Drive looking north

CONCERN:
Safe pedestrian networks consist of
direct and continuous facilities. Image 3
shows that the sidewalk along Redtail
Drive ends abruptly before it reaches the
curb. This gap in the sidewalk may cause
pedestrians to cross away from this area
and put them in conflict with vehicles.
The gap is also impassable for
wheelchairs, scooters, and strollers.
RECOMMENDATION:
1. As Redtail Drive is a private drive, request the sidewalk link to be installed to comply with
ADA requirements.
1st Avenue
CONCERN:
While the existing sidewalk on the west side of 1st Avenue between I-80 and the driveway to the
Holiday Inn is passable for pedestrians / bicyclists, it is very close to the roadway. A buffer
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would enhance perceived and actual safety of the sidewalk by providing lateral separation
between pedestrians / bicyclists and vehicles.
RECOMMENDATION:
1. Install a barrier wall between the sidewalk along 1st Avenue (north of the bridge across I80) and the road to separate pedestrians / bicyclists from vehicular traffic.
OR
2. Redesign the sidewalk along 1st Avenue to include a landscaped buffer between the
sidewalk and road.
OR
3. Widen the sidewalk to provide a more safe and comfortable experience.
Railroad Crossing on 1st Avenue
CONCERN:
The at-grade railroad tracks running perpendicular to 1st Avenue, just north of the intersection
with 6th Street, cause an immediate concern for pedestrians / bicyclists crossing at this location.
There is currently not adequate warning to alert pedestrian or bicyclists of the grade crossing,
although sufficient signage for motor vehicles does exist.
RECOMMENDATION:
1. Consider installing a Flashing Light Signal Assembly on 1st Avenue which indicates to
pedestrians and bicyclists the location of the grade crossing.iii
Traffic Signals on 1st Avenue
CONCERN:
Pedestrians / bicyclists using
this route will navigate through
three traffic signals on 1st
Avenue in order to reach
Coralville Central Elementary.
MPOJC staff reviewed the
pedestrian signals (Figure 1)
along 1st Avenue to identify if
the pedestrian clearance time
is sufficient for pedestrians
traveling at 3.5 feet per
second.

Figure 1: Pedestrian Interval Guide retrieved from the Manual on Uniform Traffic
Control Devices (MUTCD)

Emily

Emily
Recommended WALK Interval Time
(4.0 - 7.0 seconds)

Recommended Travel Time
3.5 feet / second

As shown in Table 2, the pedestrian signal time at 1st Avenue and 9th Street is sufficient to allow
a pedestrian crossing in the crosswalk, who left the curb or shoulder at the end of the walking
person (symbolizing WALK) signal indication, to travel at a walking speed of 3.5 feet per
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second, to at least the far side of the traveled way. The walk interval time is also within the
range of 4.0 – 7.0 seconds as drawn from the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices
(MUTCD).
The pedestrian signal times at 1st Avenue and I-80 EB / I-80 WB do not meet the recommended
pedestrian travel time. The walk interval times are also below the recommended range of 4.0 –
7.0 seconds.
Table 2: Pedestrian Signal Interval Times on 1st Avenue
st

1 Avenue
th

9 Street
I-80 EB
I-80 WB

Crosswalk
Length
64’
50’
50’

WALK
Interval Time
7.0 sec
3.0 sec
2.0 sec

Ped Change
Interval Time
18.0 sec
15.0 sec
16.0 sec

Travel time
calculated
3.5 feet / sec
3.3 feet / sec
3.1 feet / sec

RECOMMENDATIONS:
1. Revise the pedestrian signal interval times for 1st Avenue and I-80 EB as follows:
o WALK Interval Time: 4.0 – 7.0 seconds
o

Pedestrian Change Interval Time: 15 seconds

Consider replacing the old pedestrian push button for southbound pedestrians.
2. Revise the pedestrian signal interval times for 1st Avenue and I-80 WB as follows:
o WALK Interval Time: 4.0 – 7.0 seconds
o

Pedestrian Change Interval Time: 15 seconds

Consider replacing the old pedestrian push button for north and southbound pedestrians.
Pedestrian bridge on 1st Avenue crossing I-80
CONCERN:
The pedestrian bridge on 1st Avenue crossing I-80 maintains the continuity of the pedestrian
network and reduces pedestrian-vehicle conflicts, although there is not a protective barrier to
prevent pedestrians from entering or walking uncomfortably close to the drop-off on the north
and southbound ends of the bridge.
RECOMMENDATION:
1. Review the north and southbound drop-offs on both sides of the bridge to determine
what type of protective barrier will work best to prevent pedestrians from the entering or
walking to close to the drop-off.
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Curb Ramps
CONCERN:
Curb ramps provide a smooth transition from the sidewalk height to street level and increase the
safety and accessibility for children and pedestrians with disabilities. According to the MPOJC
curb ramp inventory, curb ramps are present at a majority of street intersections along the
recommended route, but there are three intersections with missing curb ramps. In addition, a
few of the existing curb ramps do not comply with the ADA requirements. Refer to the MPOJC
curb ramp inventory for detailed information on each curb ramp.
RECOMMENDATION:
1. Utilize the curb ramp inventory data to identify and install missing curb ramps or improve
those that do not comply with ADA requirements.
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Wickham Elementary
Recommended and Alternate Route
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Recommended Route
Due to the lack of pedestrian / bicycle facilities, poor visibility, and high vehicle speeds along 1st
Avenue / North Liberty Road, we do not recommend children walk or bike along or attempt to
cross 1st Avenue / North Liberty Road.
We do recommend the City of Coralville consider a parent drop-off / pick-up on Auburn Hills
Drive and/or Knowling Drive, which would allow children to travel along the Muddy Creek Trail to
the north side of Wickham Elementary and reduce vehicle congestion near the school.
Alternate Route
The multi-disciplinary team identified an alternative option to the parent drop-off / pick-up
specifically for children who live along Auburn East or Meade Drive.
1. Children living in this area have the opportunity to walk along Auburn E Lane to Meade
Avenue and continue on the trail that meanders along the Dovetail Recreation Area to
Oakdale Blvd.
2. Once on Oakdale Blvd, children will continue westbound to 1st Avenue and once through
this intersection continue on the north side of Oakdale Blvd to Wickham Elementary.
Existing Facilities




Sidewalks exist along Auburn Hills Drive, Knowling Drive, and Auburn East Lane.
Muddy Creek Trail connects Wickham Elementary to Auburn Hills Drive and Knowling
Drive.
Adequate lighting exists along Muddy Creek Trail from Auburn Hills Drive to Wickham
Elementary.

Areas for Improvement
Auburn Hills Drive
CONCERN:
The sidewalks on the north and south
side of Auburn Hills do not extend to 1st
Avenue. The abrupt end to the
sidewalk does not 1provide for a
continuous and accessible connection
to 1st Avenue.

Image 4: Gap in the sidewalk network on Auburn Hills
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1st Avenue
CONCERN:
The multi-disciplinary team found that visibility to the north and south of the 1st Avenue / Auburn
Hills Drive intersection is imperfect. Pedestrians / bicyclists would have very limited visibility
relative to motor vehicles, especially at night. Likewise, a posted speed limit of 35-45 mph
increases the risk and severity of a pedestrian collision.
st

Image 5: Visibility issues on 1 Avenue looking SB

ST

Image 6: Visibility issues on 1 Avenue looking NB

In the case that visibility would be improved at this location, the infrastructure (sidewalks and
curb ramps) necessary for pedestrians / bicyclists to travel from Auburn East to Auburn Hills
Drive is also not present.
RECOMMENDATION:
1. Review these concerns at the outset of the 1st Avenue North Phase 1 and 2
reconstruction projects.
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Van Allen Elementary
Recommended Routes
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Area ID #5 Recommended Route
1. Choose a route within Area ID #5 to reach 12th Avenue.
2. Use the existing sidewalk on the west side of 12th Avenue and continue northbound.
Cross 12th Avenue at the southwest corner of the roundabout to get to the north side of
E Forevergreen Road.
3. Continue along E Forevergreen Road to Front Street and travel northbound to Abigail
Avenue to Van Allen Elementary.
Area ID #6 Recommended Route
1. Choose a route within Area ID #6 to reach the south side of Oakdale Blvd and continue
eastbound to 12th Avenue.
2. Cross Oakdale Blvd at the intersection with 12th Avenue to continue northbound.
3. Use the existing sidewalk on the west side of 12th Avenue until you reach the roundabout
at Forevergreen Road, cross 12th Avenue at the southwest corner of the roundabout to
get to the north side of E Forevergreen Road.
4. Continue along E Forevergreen Road to Front Street and travel northbound to Abigail
Avenue to Van Allen Elementary.
Existing Facilities





Continuous and connected sidewalks within Area ID #5.
Continuous wide sidewalk along the west side of 12th Avenue.
Overhead street lights at every street intersection.
School advance crossing assembly and painted pedestrian crosswalk at the roundabout
on 12th Avenue as shown in Image 7.
Image 7: School advance crossing assembly and painted continental crosswalk at the roundabout of 12th
Avenue and Forevergreen Road
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Areas for Improvement
Oakdale Boulevard
CONCERN:
The team concluded that it would be safer for elementary students in ID area #6 to cross at the
controlled intersection of Oakdale Blvd and 12th Avenue rather than midblock on Oakdale Blvd,
near Oakdale Ridge, with the goal of reducing the complexity of the crossing and pedestrian
exposure to traffic. With that, there is currently a gap in the sidewalk network on the south side
of Oakdale Boulevard between the easterly Oakdale Road and 12th Avenue, although this is
slated to be completed prior to the first day of school.
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Norman Borlaug Elementary
Recommended Route
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Recommended Route
1. Choose a route within Area ID #7 to reach Melrose Avenue.
2. Continue westbound on Melrose Avenue to the intersection with Camp Cardinal Blvd.
3. Cross Melrose Avenue and continue northbound on the wide sidewalk running parallel to
Camp Cardinal Blvd.
4. Continue northbound to the intersection of Camp Cardinal Blvd and Kennedy Parkway
and once at this intersection, travel eastbound to Norman Borlaug Elementary.
Existing Facilities




Continuous and connecting sidewalks within Area ID #7.
Wide sidewalk along Camp Cardinal Blvd from Melrose Avenue to Normal Borlaug
Elementary.
Overhead street lights at every street intersection.

Areas for Improvement
Traffic Signal at the intersection of Melrose Ave and Camp Cardinal Blvd
CONCERN:
Pedestrians / bicyclists using
this route will navigate through
the traffic signal on Melrose
Avenue at the intersection with
Camp Cardinal Blvd in order to
reach
Norman
Borlaug
Elementary.
MPOJC
staff
reviewed the pedestrian signal
at this intersection (Figure 2)
to identify if the pedestrian
clearance time is sufficient for
pedestrians traveling at 3.5
feet per second.

Figure 2: Pedestrian Intervals Guide retrieved from the Manual on Uniform Traffic
Control Devices (MUTCD)

Emily
Recommended WALK Interval Time
(4.0 - 7.0 sec)

Recommended Travel Time
3.5 feet / sec

As shown in Table 3, the pedestrian signal time at this intersection is greater than the
recommended 3.5 feet / seconds to allow a pedestrian crossing in the crosswalk, who left the
curb or shoulder at the end of the walking person (symbolizing WALK) signal indication, to travel
to at least the far side of the traveled way. A walking speed of 4.7 feet / second is too fast for
elementary aged children, while the walk interval time is within the range of 4.0 – 7.0 seconds
as referenced in the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD).
Table 3: Pedestrian Signal Interval Times on 1st Avenue

Crosswalk
Length
93’

WALK
Interval Time
4.5 sec

Ped Change
Interval Time
20 sec

Travel time
calculated
4.7 feet / sec
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RECOMMENDATION:
1. MPOJC will inform the City of Iowa City of the necessary revision to the pedestrian
signal interval time for Melrose Ave and Camp Cardinal Boulevard.
o

Pedestrian Change Interval Time: 26 seconds

Curb Ramps – City of Iowa City
CONCERN:
According to the MPOJC curb ramp inventory, curb ramps are present at a majority of street
intersections along the recommended route, but there are many existing curb ramps that do not
comply with ADA requirements. Refer to the MPOJC curb ramp inventory for detailed
information on each curb ramp.
RECOMMENDATION:
1. MPOJC will inform the City of Iowa City of the curb ramps that do not comply with the
ADA requirements.
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Appendix
A. Field Safety Audit Checklist
TOPIC

SUBTOPIC

STREETS

Sidewalks, paths, ramps, and
Presence, Design and Placement
buffers
Quality, Condition, and
Sidewalks, paths, ramps, and
Obstructions
buffers

Pedestrian
Facilities

Continuity and Connectivity

Lighting
Visibility
Access Management

Traffic
Traffic Characteristics

Traffic Control
Devices

Signs and Pavement Markings
Signals

iv

STREET CROSSINGS
Crossing treatments, intersections
Crossing treatments

Continuity / Connectivity of
Continuity / Connectivity with other crossing to ped network;
streets and crossings
channelization of peds to
appropriate crossing points
Pedestrian level lighting along the
Lighting of crossing
street
Visibility of crossing / waiting
Visibility of all road users
pedestrians and oncoming traffic
Driveway placement and design
Driveway placement next to
along streets
intersections
Volume and speed of traffic
Volume and speed of adjacent
approaching crossing, conflicting
traffic, conflicting conditions
movements
Use and condition of signs,
Use and condition of signs,
pavement markings, and route
pavement markings for travel path
indicators
and crossing indicators
Presence, condition, timing and
n/a
phasing of signals
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B. Recommended Routes
The routes below were identified as the recommended school routes due to the presence,
connectivity, and overall safety of primary facilities for pedestrians / bicyclists walking and
bicycling to and from school.
Coralville Central
Area ID #0
2 – 2.5 miles
1. Choose a path within Area ID #0 to reach 12th Avenue.
2. If traveling from the West: use the existing sidewalk on the west side of 12th Avenue
and continue southbound, cross 12th Avenue at 9th Street to get to the east side and
continue southbound on 12th Avenue to 8th Street.
OR
If traveling from the East: use the existing sidewalk on the east side of 12th Avenue and
cross 12th Avenue at Holiday Road to continue southbound, cross 12th Avenue at 9th
Street to get to the east side and continue southbound on 12th Avenue to 8th Street.
3. Follow 8th Street eastbound to 10th Street and continue eastbound on 8th Street until you
reach 6th Avenue. Cross the intersection to get to the east side of 6th Avenue and
continue southbound until you reach 7th Street. Cross 7th Street at the intersection with
6th Avenue.
4. Continue along 7th Street to the trail approximately 200 feet east of 6th Street. Follow the
trail to Coralville Central Elementary.
Area ID #1
1.5 miles
1. Choose a route within Area ID #1 to reach the sidewalk along the west side of Redtail
Drive.
2. Continue along Redtail Drive to the sidewalk on Russell Slade Blvd.
3. Use the existing sidewalk along the west side of 1st Avenue and continue southbound to
6th Street.
4. Continue westbound on the sidewalk on the north side of 6th Street until you reach
Coralville Central Elementary.
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Wickham
Due to the lack of pedestrian / bicycle facilities, poor visibility, and high vehicle speeds along 1st
Avenue / North Liberty Road, we do not recommend children walk or bike along or attempt to
cross 1st Avenue / North Liberty Road.
We do recommend the City of Coralville consider a parent drop-off / pick-up on Auburn Hills
Drive and/or Knowling Drive, which would allow children to travel along the Muddy Creek Trail to
the north side of Wickham Elementary and reduce vehicle congestion near the school.
Alternate Route
1.8 – 2.5 miles
The multi-disciplinary team identified an alternative option to the parent drop-off / pick-up
specifically for children who live along Auburn East or Meade Drive.
1. Children living in this area have the opportunity to walk along Auburn E Lane to Meade
Avenue and continue on the trail that meanders along the Dovetail Recreation Area to
Oakdale Blvd.
2. Once on Oakdale Blvd, children will continue westbound to 1st Avenue and once through
this intersection continue on the north side of Oakdale Blvd to Wickham Elementary.
Van Allen
Area ID #5
2 miles
1. Choose a route within Area ID #5 to reach 12th Avenue.
2. Use the existing sidewalk on the west side of 12th Avenue and continue northbound.
Cross 12th Avenue at the southwest corner of the roundabout to get to the north side of
E Forevergreen Road.
3. Continue along E Forevergreen Road to Front Street and travel northbound to Abigail
Avenue to Van Allen Elementary.
Area ID #6
2 miles
1. Choose a route within Area ID #6 to reach the south side of Oakdale Blvd and continue
eastbound to 12th Avenue.
2. Cross Oakdale Blvd at the intersection with 12th Avenue to continue northbound.
3. Use the existing sidewalk on the west side of 12th Avenue until you reach the roundabout
at Forevergreen Road, cross 12th Avenue at the southwest corner of the roundabout to
get to the north side of E Forevergreen Road.
4. Continue along E Forevergreen Road to Front Street and travel northbound to Abigail
Avenue to Van Allen Elementary.
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Norman Borlaug
Area ID #7
1.9 miles
1. Choose a route within Area ID #7 to reach Melrose Avenue.
2. Continue westbound on Melrose Avenue to the intersection with Camp Cardinal Blvd.
3. Cross Melrose Avenue and continue northbound on the wide sidewalk running parallel to
Camp Cardinal Blvd.
4. Continue northbound to the intersection of Camp Cardinal Blvd and Kennedy Parkway
and once at this intersection, travel eastbound to Norman Borlaug Elementary.
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C. Public Correspondence
The following public correspondence was forwarded to the City of Coralville City Council or Staff
regarding the removal of discretionary busing. The public correspondence is in no particular
order.
1. There are a lack of safe pedestrian crossings on 12th Avenue south of I-80 and north of
5th Ave. I have seen children trying to cross the heavy flow of traffic on 12th Ave both
before and after school (with 2 close calls in the last few months). Without discretionary
busing more children will need to cross the road. It seems that a pedestrian crosswalk
with lighted signs and path (such as that over Melrose near Horn elementary), would
solve the problem without the need for an additional traffic light. The lights could be
activated by a push button. The crosswalk could be placed at 9th Avenue or 8th Avenue
(although it seems more difficult there because of the 3-way stop) to allow children from
Northwest to cross and children from Coralville Central to cross. I have attached an
image in case my description is unclear.
2. I was told that discretionary busing will not be available for the ICCSD for next year. I
live on Dempster Dr in Coralville and we have 3 daughters who will be attending Van
Allen next year. They will likely have to walk to school with the elimination of
discretionary busing. I am very concerned about the safety of the intersection of 12th
Ave and Forevergreen Dr. and Forevergreen Dr. and Front St. Both are very busy
intersections before and after school. There are currently no crossing guards at these
intersections. Will these be added for next year to increase the safety for the increased
child pedestrian traffic at these intersections for students attending Van Allen as well as
North Central Junior High School? Thank you for your service and attention to these
concerns.
3. Last week the Iowa City Community School District voted to end discretionary busing for
most of the school district’s students, choosing to maintain only those who face a barrier
to attendance due to socioeconomic status. As a result of this decision, 78% of the
students who ride the bus to Coralville Central (191) will have to find alternative means
to get to school. For many of these students, this will include walking and subsequently
crossing 12th Avenue. As many of these students live north of Interstate 80, they will
already be expected to use the pedestrian bridge above the interstate; however, there
are no places on their route to their school that provide a crosswalk or any safe
mechanism for crossing 12th Avenue. On many mornings, I have witnessed junior high
students attempting to cross 12th Avenue at 8th Street and have been concerned for their
safety as there is no impetus for motorists to yield to their safe passage. As those
students are well beyond kindergarten and, thus, more knowledgeable about the rules of
traffic (albeit less than most cautious adults), I am extremely concerned for those
younger children for whom parental accompaniment is not an option. The same concern
could be echoed for children who attend Kirkwood Elementary and who are expected to
cross 12th Avenue at 9th Street. No crosswalks exist and no crossing guards are present.
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At my daughter’s school, Coralville Central, a student safety patrol was established
where students are responsible for monitoring crosswalks and assisting students
traversing the intersections safely. This surprises me given the high expectation of
safety placed upon such young children, especially when I encounter an adult crossing
guard in the University Heights district each day travelling to and from work.
I encourage the Mayor and City Council to investigate ways the City can facilitate the
safe passage of students. Twelfth avenue is a busy thoroughfare that continues to carry
even greater numbers of travelers. Small children cannot be expected to navigate the
crossing of this road safely.
4. I recently read "School busing cuts raise concerns with families" in the press citizen.
"Holderness said staff also will examine the route over I-80, noting that there is a
pedestrian bridge enclosed by a chain-link fence that provides a walking route."
Thanks for examining the route. I live on Woolridge Dr and my kid will be walking to
Coralville Central. My concern isn't the route over I-80, but more so the sidewalk just
after the bridge. There isn't a buffer between the sidewalk and the road. This section
seems like it might be unsafe for a group of young kids walking to school. Is there
something we could do to separate that section of sidewalk a bit more from the road?
Google Street View of the section (not sure if this link will work for you):
https://www.google.com/maps/@41.6882307,91.5817992,3a,75y,197.09h,53.84t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1s7LtXoZD8UA9Ezz0Y39gZ1w!
2e0!7i13312!8i6656
The only other concern is actually crossing 12th ave. I'm not sure where that would
be. I think the first crosswalk is at 5th street which isn't the quickest route.
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D. Endnotes
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Retrieved from the Iowa City Community School District Recommendations regarding Discretionary Busing.
Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD), 2009 edition. Chapter 7B: Signs.
iii
Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD), 2009 edition. Chapter 8C: Flashing-Light Signals, Gates, and
Traffic Control Signals.
iv
Federal Highway Administration. (2007) Pedestrian Road Safety Audit Guidelines and Prompt Lists
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